THE GERMAN LIGHTNING VICTORIES               95

occupied. Certain Anglo-French detachments were pushed more
than a hundred miles upcountry along the valleys leading from the
Trondheim region toward Oslo to join the Norwegian troops. The
Germans, however, reacted promptly. Discovering the Allied weak-
ness in the air and in air defense, they bombed the Anglo-French
debarkation points with great effect. On the ground they advanced
with the greatest energy, pushing not.only infantry but occasional
tanks over what were thought to be impassable and deeply snow-
covered mountain cart trades in order to outflank their opponents.
Within about a fortnight the British and French in the Trondheim
area were forced to re-embark, and those Norwegians still resisting
in southern and central Norway surrendered.

Only around Narvik, 400 air miles from the nearest Gennan-
occupied air base, was Allied amphibious power able to get the up-
per hand; the Germans being unable to reinforce and supply their
troops except inadequately by air. Even here, although their de-
struction was obviously approaching, they were still holding out,
and a German relieving column had accomplished about three-
quarters of the extremely difficult task of reaching them overland
from Trondheim when on June 9 the British and French re-em-
barked for more pressing tasks elsewhere. The local Norwegian
troops then surrendered, and German control of Norway was corn-

Before the Anglo-French evacuation of Narvik, the fate of France
itself had been decided.

During the prolonged pause or *phony war^ which had followed
the conquest of Poland, the Allied governments and High Com-
mands had profoundly modified their plan of campaign. Their de-
fensive theory was unchanged but they were now prepared to gam-
ble on it more heavily than before by advancing the left wing of
their defensive front into Belgium and Holland if the Germans
should invade those little neutral countries.

Geography, policy, and numbers all pkyed a part in this decision.
From mountainous Switzerland to the North Sea the French bor-
der runs, roughly speaking, for about 100 air miles northward along
the Rhine and then for about 300 miles northwestward, reaching
the sea just above the port of Dunkirk Along the Rhine and for the
easternmost third of the second limb, that frontier faces the Reich,